
Fit and Proper Person Test – appears twice in Policy;  

(i) Convictions Policy 1.6, page 26 

(ii) Taxi Licensing Policy 5.1, page 5 

 

Convictions Policy 1.6 Fit and Proper Person Test, wording of statement to be 

amended only. 

 

Our current Policy states; 

The term “fit and proper person” for the purposes of taxi and private hire licensing is not legally 

defined. However, in determining whether a person is fit and proper to hold a licence, those tasked 

with determining licences/applications are effectively asking the following question of themselves: 

“Would you allow your son or daughter, spouse or partner, mother or father, grandson or 

granddaughter or any other person for whom you care, to get into a vehicle with this person 

alone?” 

If the answer to the question is an unqualified “yes”, then the person can be considered to be fit and 

proper. If there are any doubts in the minds of those who make the decision then further 

consideration should be given as to whether a licence should be granted to that person. 

 

Proposed wording to be amended & updated too;   

The term “fit and proper person” for the purposes of taxi and private hire licensing is not legally 

defined. However, in determining whether a person is fit and proper to hold a licence, those tasked 

with determining licences/applications are effectively asking the following question of themselves: 

“Without any prejudice, and based on the information before you, would you allow a person for 

whom you care, regardless of their condition, to travel alone in a vehicle driven by this person at 

any time of day or night?’ 

If the answer to the question is an unqualified “yes”, then the person can be considered to be fit and 

proper. If there are any doubts in the minds of those who make the decision then further 

consideration should be given as to whether a licence should be granted to that person. 

 

5.1 Fit and Proper Person Test, wording of statement to be amended only.  

 

Our current Policy states;  

Licensed drivers are in a position of trust transporting the young and vulnerable at all times of the 

day and night. The legislation requires that licences can only be granted if the Council is satisfied that 

the applicant is a fit and proper person. Whilst there is no legal definition, decisions from Courts over 

the years have come to the conclusion that the Council is effectively asking the following question: 



“Would you allow your son or daughter, spouse or partner, mother or father, grandson or 

granddaughter or any other person for whom you care, to get into a vehicle with this person 

alone?” 

 

Proposed wording to be amended & updated too;   

Licensed drivers are in a position of trust transporting the young and vulnerable at all times of the 

day and night. The legislation requires that licences can only be granted if the Council is satisfied that 

the applicant is a fit and proper person. Whilst there is no legal definition, decisions from Courts over 

the years have come to the conclusion that the Council is effectively asking the following question: 

“Without any prejudice, and based on the information before you, would you allow a person for 

whom you care, regardless of their condition, to travel alone in a vehicle driven by this person at 

any time of day or night?’’  

 

 


